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Weather
Morning fog,
mostly cloudy.
Highs: 63-92.
Lows: 49-59. C6
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A RACE
TO HELP
AS JET
BURNED
Crash’s 1st responders
arrived within minutes
to rescue injured amid
chaos and devastation

By Kevin Fagan and Vivian Ho

That Saturday morning, before he fell from
the skies into the worst jetliner disaster in San
Francisco history, Elliot Stone woke up on
cloud nine.

The night before, the Santa Cruz County man
had become engaged. He and his new fiancee,
Elena Jin, were heading home from an idyllic
10-day trip to South Korea. There the 25-year-old
Stone, a martial arts instructor, earned a fourth-
degree black belt and watched one of his students
win a gold medal at a tae kwon do competition. 

As Stone and Jin, 23, boarded Asiana Airlines
Flight 214 in Seoul with six friends and rela-
tives July 6, the main thing on their minds
was future wedding bells.

Crash continues on A16

“Then there was
a ‘boom!’ and the back

end lifted up. I grabbed
my girlfriend and

thought, ‘Whoa, 
we might die
right now.’ ”

Elliot Stone, passenger

By Carla Marinucci

Leon Panetta, the former
CIA director and defense
secretary who has for years
worked with Janet Napol-
itano, said his fellow alum
from Santa Clara University
had special help to get her
through the toughest days in

Washington.
“The good thing about people

who have gone to Santa Clara is
that they have a hell of a lot of
grace from the Jesuits,” he said
last week. What kept them
going in the nation’s capital, he
added, “was the ability to say …
a lot of Hail Marys.’’ 

If Napolitano is confirmed

this week as president of the
University of California, Panet-
ta said with a laugh, “She’ll
need to keep saying a lot of Hail
Marys.” 

On Friday, Napolitano re-
signed as Homeland Security
secretary, a post she had held
since 2009, to become the first 

Politics as prologue for challenges of UC 
SUNDAY PROFILE Janet Napolitano

Napolitano continues on A19

About this image
Fine art photographer Jeffrey Milstein captured this

image of the Asiana Boeing 777 that crashed at San

Francisco International Airport as it landed at Los

Angeles International Airport in 2011. Milstein pho-

tographs planes from underneath with a high-reso-

lution camera as they approach the runway at 180

mph. This image is one of 17 large-format prints on

display at Reagan National Airport in Washington.

The exhibition has also shown at the Smithsonian

National Air and Space Museum and has an accom-

panying book, “Aircraft: The Jet As Art.” When Mil-

stein realized this was the plane involved in the

crash, he offered to let The Chronicle publish it. “I

am always aware of how the aircraft are so majestic

and beautiful, and yet there is always the possibility

of tragedy where technology goes wrong or is sub-

verted in a twisted way as in 9/11,” he said.

1 Shop till you drop: We’ve
scouted out the Bay Area’s
100 best retailers. L1
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1 Not guilty:
George Zimmer-
man is cleared
of all charges in
the fatal shoot-
ing of Trayvon
Martin. A10
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No-hitter
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The Giants’ Tim Lincecum,
right, threw the seventh
no-hitter in San Francisco
Giants history Saturday
night. He and the Giants beat
the Padres 9-0 in San Diego.
Lincecum struck out 13. 
For the full story, B1.


